
��������	����������	��

 ��
��
���	�
����
��
���	�
��

Photo by Mr. Alessandro Scotti, UNODC Good Will Ambassador
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A Beautiful 
Set of 

Numbers?

� Over 11,000 become infected with HIV everyday in th e world

� Over 2,600 become infected with HIV everyday in our  Region

� Over 1,300 people die everyday from HIV in our Regi on

� In our Region there are well over 3 million people officially listed as 
being in prison

� In Australia we have 25,000 people in prison
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Most report drugs as a factor in offending

Self-reported lifetime offending attribution by offender type (%)

Australian Institute of Criminology
www.aic.gov.au

Source: Australian Institute of Criminology, DUCO Male Survey, 2001 [computer file]
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The Next Steps The Next Steps –– Lessons from the PastLessons from the Past

1.1. BleachBleach

2.2. CondomsCondoms

3.3. Needles & SyringesNeedles & Syringes



First: recognise integral role of staff in prisonsFirst: recognise integral role of staff in prisons



Staff Training & OHS EquipmentStaff Training & OHS Equipment

The introduction of a range of The introduction of a range of 
OH&S measures to inform, OH&S measures to inform, 

educate and protect staff from educate and protect staff from 
blood exposuresblood exposuresblood exposuresblood exposures



The Next Steps The Next Steps –– Lessons from the PastLessons from the Past

BleachBleach

Originally banned but Originally banned but 
overturned and made freely overturned and made freely 
available at staff requestavailable at staff request
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The Next Steps The Next Steps –– Lessons from the PastLessons from the Past

CondomsCondoms

Originally banned but trialled in Originally banned but trialled in 
NSW in 3 prisons as part of NSW in 3 prisons as part of 
Originally banned but trialled in Originally banned but trialled in 
NSW in 3 prisons as part of NSW in 3 prisons as part of 
mediated solution to 1996 class mediated solution to 1996 class 
action by prisoners on duty of action by prisoners on duty of 
care beach care beach –– eventually eventually 
introduced into all NSW prisonsintroduced into all NSW prisons



No gay sex in prison, no condoms needed: Nunavut pr emier
Monday, November 25, 2002

CBC News

The premier of Nunavut says condoms aren't handed o ut in the 
territory's jails because there's no homosexual act ivity.

TVC Lobbyist Testifies Against Prison Condom Distri bution Plan

April 28, 2005 – Ben Lopez, TVC’s California Lobbyist and legislativ e 

analyst testified before an Assembly Committee agai nst a bill that 

would authorize condom distribution in prisons. Mr.  Lopez argued that 

the bill tacitly encourages sexual activity among i nmates, which is 

illegal behind prison walls. He said that giving co ndoms is akin to 

giving clean needles to prison inmates who are inje cting illegal drugs. 



The Next Steps The Next Steps –– Lessons from the PastLessons from the Past

Needle and Syringe ProgramNeedle and Syringe Program

Public support Public support –– limited limited –– why don’t you just stop the drugs why don’t you just stop the drugs 
getting in?getting in?

Political support Political support –– very limited very limited -- the ‘not on my watch’ the ‘not on my watch’ 
statement of every new Minister and why should gove rnment statement of every new Minister and why should gove rnment 
take on the prison staff  on this issue? take on the prison staff  on this issue? 

Prison support Prison support –– hostile hostile –– prison staff fearful of infection, prison staff fearful of infection, 
violence, inmate against inmate threats, prison off icer violence, inmate against inmate threats, prison off icer 
stabbed with infected needle in 1991 in NSW, even h ealth stabbed with infected needle in 1991 in NSW, even h ealth 
staff opposed?staff opposed?



Stop Drugs?
* Strip search everyone – staff and visitors 

every time

* Extra sniffer dogs, extra security 
surveillance, extra staff

* Cost: Extraordinary
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A B C

Number of IDU in 
Prison 1,000 1,000 1,000

HIV +ve
(%) 1% 10% 40%

Unsafe injecting 
episodes per week 5 5 5

No. of people sharing 
injecting equipment 1-5-10 1-5-10 1-5-10
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Based on a Model Developed by Dr Wiwat Rojanapithayakorn, UNAIDS SEAPICT
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Prevalence Unsafe Injecting Episodes           No. o f People Using/Sharing
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Needle After One Use



Needle Used Five+ Times



What sort of workplace 
do staff want?



The Next StepsThe Next Steps

1.1. Increase public awareness of risks Increase public awareness of risks 

2.2. Apply pressure to governments on health and Apply pressure to governments on health and 
legal risks of ‘not acting’legal risks of ‘not acting’

3.3. Work closer with all prison staff and their Work closer with all prison staff and their 
unions on the risks they face and determining unions on the risks they face and determining 
the best model for introducing NSPthe best model for introducing NSP


